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OVERVIEW: 

 
This is an introductory course on the international legal system, and will thus examine the norms, 

institutions, and procedures (NIPs) of international law, focusing on implementation and enforcement, 
and exploring how international law addresses the major challenges humanity faces as we pay special 
attention to current events.  The challenges include internal conflicts, many of which are ethnic or 
religious; international terrorism; violation of human rights; the use of force; degradation of the 
environment; and the North/South divide, for example. 
 
 Traditional international law primarily regulated relations between and among nations.  However, 
international law today seeks to influence and regulate the conduct not only of states and governments but 
also of non-state entities – multinational corporations, international organizations, nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), and individuals –  as well.  Public international law, comparative law, international 
organizations, and international economic law – international business, international finance, and 
international trade law – are all closely interrelated.  While this course studies the public side of 
international law, the discipline combines both so-called private and public aspects.  In this era of 
globalization, every lawyer, no matter what her/his career path, can’t afford not to be familiar with 
international law; or perhaps we should more appropriately call it transnational law. 
 
 The topics addressed in this course include the nature and sources of international law, customary 
international law, treaties, how international law is applied domestically, the extent of a state’s jurisdiction 
(authority and control) outside of its territory, sovereign immunity and act of state, and the laws governing 
the use of force and those applicable to armed conflicts. 
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVE: 
 

The goal of this course is that students who take only one course in international law will acquire 
a strong working knowledge of the subject.  For those taking this class as a first step toward the study of 
more advanced international law, this class will provide a solid foundation.  The primary purpose is for 
students to understand the doctrinal rules of international law that governments, courts, the United 
Nations, and other international bodies interpret and apply.  The secondary purpose is to further develop 
skills in the following areas: analytical thinking, problem solving, speaking and writing, and case briefing 
and analysis.   
 
 Successful completion of this course should equip the student to 1) appreciate and articulate 
important rules and principles of international law; 2) recognize challenges and issues related to 
international law when presented in hypothetical and unfamiliar fact patterns; and 3) communicate, orally 
and in writing, appropriate arguments in support of each side of controversies involving such challenges 
and issues. 
 
Please feel free to contact me as and whenever needed:  office: 303 871-6279 – Anne Aguirre, 
Coordinator, the Ved Nanda Center for International Law. My personal cell is 720-971-0503. 



   
Requirements 

 
Casebook:  Mark Janis & John Noyes, INTERNATIONAL LAW: CASES AND COMMENTARY 

(5th ed. 2014) (“J&N”) 
 

• Regular class attendance (NO MORE THAN 3 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL BE 
ALLOWED);  

 
• Class participation (if you are not prepared to participate in all or part of the class discussion, 

please give me a note -- it will not affect your grade in any way);  
 
• Practice exam / exams (required, but not graded.  I will review the exam papers and we will 

discuss the problems in class);  
 
• Three-hour exam (100 percent of grade) OR a research paper (permission required -- 80 percent 

of grade) PLUS a one-hour exam (20 percent of grade);  
 
• Laptop computers may be used in class for note taking, but any use of the laptop for unrelated 

activities, such as surfing the web, playing games, or exchanging messages of any sort, is 
absolutely not allowed and any such use will result in the loss of the right to bring the laptop to 
class for the remainder of the course.  Please locate your laptop in a manner that does not block 
my view of your face.  This also applies to the use of smartphones of all kinds.  Please turn off 
cellphones during class. 

 
EXAMS:  The exam will be closed book, with the exception that students may bring a single sheet 
of 8.5 x 11 inch paper that contains writing on only one side, having 1” margins on both sides, top, 
and bottom, and utilizing writing or type no smaller than 12-point type. 
 
PAPERS:  I will discuss in class the requirements for papers, including the due dates for topics, 
outlines, and final submission of papers. 
 



SYLLABUS PART I 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 15: 
J&N - Chapter 3, sec. A: Customary International Law, pp. 107-119; 122-136 (Lotus case) 
 
January 17: 
J&N - Chapter 3, sec. A: Customary International Law, cont’d; pp. 136-149;  
Chapter 3, sec. C: Natural Law and Jus Cogens, pp. 160-165 
 
January 22: 
J&N - Natural Law and Jus Cogens, cont’d; pp. 174-179; sec. E, Equity, pp. 190-209 
 
January 24: 
J&N – Chapter 2 – Treaties: skim pp. 31-49; read pp. 49-51 (the Kellogg-Briand Pact); skim pp. 
52-65; read pp. 65-75 (Genocide Convention Case) 
 
January 29: 
J&N – Chapter 2, cont’d: pp. 96-105 (East Greenland Case) 
Chapter 4 – Treaties and the Constitution: pp. 255-283 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that during this semester, we will have the Myres S. McDougal Distinguished 
Lecture in International Law and a number of additional events of special interest and 

visits by eminent scholars and practitioners. 

January 8 – 10 (Advance Assignment): 
THE CLASS WILL NOT MEET ON JANUARY 8 

(You and I will decide on a makeup date) 
January 10:  Introductory Remarks and Hypotheticals in class – 

Questions will be distributed in class 
J&N – Chapter 1: The Nature of International Law, pp. 1-28; 
We will discuss both the McCain and Filartiga cases;  
Chapter 2, Part A: The Sources of International Law, pp. 29-31 

 
 
 


